INTRODUCTION
The Arabian oryx (Oryx leucoryx Pallas, 1776) became extinct in the wild in the early 1970s. The species is now the subject of relocation programmes in many countries, where animals bred in captivity are reintroduced into the wild. Disease transmission risks are enhanced for the relocated animals themselves, as well as for native wildlife and resident domestic species (6) . Thus, detailed studies on the serological status of the animals and data about the susceptibility of the species to diseases can be important tools for the health management of such conservation programmes.
Arabian oryx seem to be susceptible to most pathogenic bacteria and viruses which affect cattle, sheep, goats and camels (5) . There is poor knowledge of the * National Wildlife Research Center (National Commission for Wildlife Conservation and Development), P.O. Box 1086, Taif, Saudi Arabia. ** Centre de coopération internationale en recherche agronomique pour le développement -Département d'élevage et de médecine vétérinaire (CIRAD-EMVT), 10, rue Pierre-Curie, 94704 Maisons-Alfort Cedex, France. epidemiological situation for certain diseases in most countries of the Middle East. The main aim of this study was thus to evaluate the exposure of Arabian oryx from various locations to selected infectious diseases found in domestic and wild ruminants. Table I shows the results of tests for eleven microbial disease agents in the different herds. No antibodies to P. multocida type E or EHD1 virus were found. Antibodies to B. abortus, P. multocida types B and D, LSD virus and Akabane virus were detected, but at extremely low prevalence. Evidence of P. multocida type A, C. burnetti, C. psittaci and PI3 virus were found with low, but significant prevalence. Evidence of antibodies against BT virus were found in five oryx from the USA and one oryx from the Taif herd. Antibody vaccinal titres against RP (and PPR, due to cross-reactions) were found in almost all the herds.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

RESULTS
Except for LSD, which was found in one female in the NWRC herd (4), there were no clinical signs of disease in any of the animals.
TABLE I
Prevalence of antibodies to eleven microbial disease agents in Arabian oryx
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DISCUSSION
The relatively high number of seroreactions against P. multocida type A confirms the possible free carriage of this bacterium in wild animal species (1). The PI3 virus infection, also enzootic in the NWRC herd, could lead to death in synergy with Pasteurella spp. (2, 3) . These findings emphasise the importance of an efficient vaccination programme against pasteurellosis. Oryx from the USA, which proved to be positive for antibodies against BT, were allowed to be imported only after virus isolation tests proved negative. BT is endemic throughout the USA and the Middle East.
CONCLUSION
This study provides the first evidence of antibodies against B. abortus, C. burnetti, C. psittaci, PI3 virus and Akabane virus in the genus Oryx. These results stress the importance of adopting a high standard for sanitary and prophylactic measures in order to limit disease risks and thereby enhance the success of reintroduction programmes. PALABRAS CLAVE: Chlamydia psittaci -Coxiella burnetti -Encuesta serológica -Medio Oriente -Oryx de Arabia -Oryx leucoryx -Pasteurella multocida -Virus parainfluenza 3.
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